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Avrticle Info ABSTRACT
Article type: Background and Objectives: Energy is a limiting factor for
Research Full Paper agricultural  sustainability due to costs and supply security.

Agriculture section as one of the world's major food suppliers, has
faced challenges in recent times due to increased energy consumption
trends. This rise in energy consumption has led to increased
o production costs, negative impacts on food security, and
e R 011 environmental concerns. Therefore, achieving a balance between
Accepted: 2024-1-19 energy demand and supply in agricultural systems and assessing their
economic performance is essential. With the recognition that soybean
[Glycine max (L.) Merril] plays a crucial role in ensuring food
security. A study was conducted in 2019 to analyze the energy flow
and economic costs of soybean production at the provincial level in
Keywords: Mazandaran, Iran.
Energy efficiency
Economic productivity Materials and Methods: To assess the economic efficiency and
Non-renewable energy  gnargy consumption pattern in soybean farms, data were collected
Nitrous oxide (N,0) . . . . ! .
Social cost of emissions _ through direct interviews with 301 soybean farmers. The inputs used
for estimating energy efficiency per hectare of soybean cultivation
included fossil fuels, machinery, human labor, seeds, irrigation water,
electricity, fertilizers, and chemical pesticides. The produced soybean
grain was also considered as an output energy source. Life Cycle
Cost (LCC) methodology was employed to evaluate the economic
efficiency of soybean production; for this purpose, the farm gate was
defined as the system boundary, and one hectare of soybean farm was
taken as the base unit for all analyses. The social costs of emissions,
in addition to the fixed and variable production costs that are
addressed in most studies, were evaluated and analyzed. In the
current study, the social costs of pollutant emissions in soybean
production agroecosystems were considered from two aspects: (1)
emissions on the farm and (2) pollutants generated from electricity
generation. These costs were estimated using the standard
coefficients established in previous research.
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Results: Based on the results, diesel fuel, nitrogen chemical
fertilizers, and consumed seeds had the highest shares of total input
energy in soybean production with 47.90%, 19.61%, and 13.53%
respectively. The average energy productivity for soybean production
in Mazandaran province was calculated to be 0.16 kg MJ™. From this
point of view, Galugah county was the best with 0.25 kg MJ™, while
Amol was the worst with 0.11 kg MJ™ compared to other cities under
investigation. In terms of the type of consumed energy, the results
indicated that the current soybean production in Mazandaran
province is not sustainable due to heavy reliance on non-renewable
energy resources such as diesel fuel and nitrogen chemical fertilizers.
The LCC of soybean production in Mazandaran province, including
variable, fixed, and social costs resulting from emissions, was
estimated to be an average of $327.90 per hectare. Among these
costs, variable costs accounted for the highest share in soybean
production in the region with $299.52 per hectare (approximately
91%). The average wage paid to owners of agricultural machinery
and equipment was $141.85 per hectare (equivalent to 47.36%), and
the average wage for human labor was $85.77 per hectare (equivalent
to 28.64%). These two factors were the first and second most
significant contributors to production costs for the soybean crop,
respectively. Together, they accounted for approximately 69% of the
total production cost (LCC). Carbon dioxide emissions, accounting
for 41.16% (mainly due to diesel fuel combustion and urea fertilizer
consumption on the farm), constituted a significant portion of the
social cost resulting from emissions (at $7.38 per ton).

Conclusion: In general, the results of the survey of 301 farms
indicated that soybean production in Mazandaran province, with an
average energy efficiency of 2.43, is economically justifiable in terms
of energy balance and constitutes a profitable agricultural product in
the region, with a profit-to-cost ratio of 1.86.
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Figure 1. The location of the monitored farms in the soybean cultivated areas of Mazandaran province
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Table 1. Coefficients related to on-farm emissions caused by inputs used in soybean production in Mazandaran

province

kel b s g
Type and sources of emissions

&
Reference

3((’;)115=J"‘))‘ﬁ‘ij‘>)&w slas S 5l 2 ol last =)

1- Emissions from chemical fertilizers and manure into the air (unit=kg):

03375 0SS p duSlis s p S5k
kg N,O kg™ N

N,O = [0.01xkg N

in chemical fertilizers and manure applied] x (£Y)
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&
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2- N,O emission from the atmospheric decomposition of chemical fertilizers and manure into the air (unit=kg):

03375 0 8 S » duSlis s p S5k
kg N,O kg™ N

N0 = [0.001xkg N,

_ 44
N0 = [O'OOZng Niy manure applied] x ( )

44
in chemical fertilizers applied] x (%) ()

28

(oS 5hS =dl3) sm & Sl 5 Las S 51 36 035,25 sladeeS| jLasl Y
3- NOx emission from fertilizers and soil into the air (unit=Kkg):

PSS 2 055 sladesl p S LS
LeS15 9 50
kg NOx kg™ N,O

4- Emissions from the consumption of fossil fuels into the air:

NOy = [0.21xkg N,O

(¢V)

from fertilizers and soil]
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bt I3&e e S eSS 2 S -
Emissions: . e
fjlf*’_ o Kerosene
g MJ™ Diesel g kg™ Petrol
O Sl 1.06 2.70x10? 3.00 gkg™ (¢SS 1 ¢ 9)
Nitrogen oxides (NOX)
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Figure 2. The average share of each input to the total input energy in soybean
production in Mazandaran province
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Table 2- Inputs and output energies in soybean production fields in Mazandaran province
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Figure 3, The average total input energy and the share of different inputs in soybean production agroecosystems of
different counties in Mazandaran province
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Table 3. Energy indices and contribution of different energy forms for soybean production in the fields of

Mazandaran province
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Figure 4. Profitability values and efficiency of energy use for soybean production in farms located in different
counties of Mazandaran province
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Figure 5. Values of energy productivity for soybean production in farms located in different
counties of Mazandaran province
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Figure 6. Values of specific energy for soybean production in farms located in different
counties of Mazandaran province
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Figure 7. Values of energy intensiveness for soybean production in farms located in
different counties of Mazandaran province
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Figure 8. Contribution of different forms of energy for soybeans production in different
counties of Mazandaran province
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Table 4. The results related to the social costs of emissions caused by the production of one ton of soybeans in
Mazandaran province
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Figure 9- Social costs of emissions caused by the production of one ton of soybeans
in different counties of Mazandaran province
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Table 5. Economic analysis of soybean production in Mazandaran province
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Figure 11. The total cost of soybean production in different counties of Mazandaran province
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Figure 12- Values of net and gross profits of soybean production in different counties of Mazandaran province
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Figure 13. Productivity values and the ratio of benefit to cost of soybean production in different counties of
Mazandaran province
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